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have unconsciously led him to treat that which was so
well known to himself as if it were equally well known to
those for whom he was writing; and, the interest of the
story beginning at the momertt when Leontes' jealousy
first openly manifests itself, he may not have thought it
necessary to show in any detailed manner what the stages
of that jealousy had been. He could not have failed to
note the minuteness of description with which Greene
records the progress of the passion in Leontes' mind;
nor are we in this matter without echoes in the play of
the language of the novel. For instance, when Leontes
says,                                                          +

e( I am angling now,
Though you perceive me not how I give line,"

we have but a dramatic version of the narrative, " hee
began to watch them more narrowely to see if he
coulde gette any true or certaine proofe to confirme his
doubtfull suspition"; just as Camillo's words of advice,
after promising to poison Polixenes,

" Go then; and with a countenance as clear
As friendship wears at feasts, keep with Bohemia,"

and Leontes' answer,

" I will seem friendly, as thou hast advised,"

are but the equivalent of the concluding sentence in the
extract above, " whereupon, desirous to revenge so great
an injury, he thought best to dissemble the grudge with
a faire and friendly countenance, and so under the shape
of a friend to shew him the kicke of a foe"; while
Hermione's remark of surprise,

"You look
As if you held a brow of much distraction,"